
Data pioneers are those of us that have to establish Db2 environments from scratch. 
Understanding recovery is a necessary skill for the Data Pioneer, and it arguably the 
most important skill. This presentation covers the determination of your 
requirements for recovery, provides a detailed overview of Db2’s recovery 
mechanism, and various scenarios that should be covered in any recovery plan. 
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The first job of a DBA needs to be availability of the database, so recoverability is job 
1.  
Performance is a rewarding and engaging task, but on this list it is last.  The database 
has to be up and developers productive before we concern ourselves with 
performance. 
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You may be surprised at the number of shops that are at risk by not having a usable 
backup. Some of my best stories relate to the superhuman efforts to recover from 
this situation. It is important to not only take a backup, but then go further to ensure 
that you know how to and can recover using this backup. 
Scripts help to automate and standardize your backup and recovery tasks. 
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The time required to recover is based on a number of factors. Think time includes the 
time to identify that a failure has occurred, the type of failure, and the type of 
recovery needed.  
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This is a list of the things that can go wrong with application. Plan for these things to 
happen, and learn how to recover. 
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System recovery  
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Martin Hubel is an independent consultant and has worked extensively with DB2 
since 1985. Martin develops and teaches DB2 advanced courses and is recognized as 
a leading authority in the field. He has been using DB2 on Linux, Unix, and Windows 
since 1993 and has participated in several beta test programs for these platforms. He 
is an IBM Gold Consultant, a Lifetime IBM Champion, and a member of the IDUG 
Volunteer Hall of Fame. 
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